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SUNDAYS  IN  THE  PARK 
 

We will worship in the amphitheater at Phalen Park at 
9:45 a.m. on the following Sundays: 
 

June 12 
July 3, 24 & 31 

August 7, 14 & 28 
 

June 12th, we have been invited to 
worship with Hope Lutheran Church at 
the Pavilion followed by a potluck. 
 

Our church picnic will be at the Phalen 
Park Pavilion on August 28th, begin-
ning with a worship service at 9:45 
a.m. 

SUMMER  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 
 

May 29 - July 3, 2011 
Worship Services at Phalen Park Amphitheater ~  

weather permitting 
 

May 29 .................. 8:30 a.m. in AHLC Sanctuary 

 ............................... 9:45 a.m. in AHLC Sanctuary 

June 5 .................... 8:30 a.m. in AHLC Sanctuary 

 ............................... 9:45 a.m. in AHLC Sanctuary 

June 12 .................. 8:30 a.m. in AHLC Sanctuary 

 ............................... 9:45 a.m. at Phalen Park Pavilion  

                                                 w/Hope Lutheran Church 

June 19 .................. 8:30 a.m. in AHLC Sanctuary 

 ............................... 9:45 a.m. in AHLC Sanctuary 

June 26 .................. 8:30 a.m. in AHLC Sanctuary 

 ............................... 9:45 a.m. in AHLC Sanctuary 

July 3 ..................... 8:30 a.m. in AHLC Sanctuary 

 ............................... 9:45 a.m. in Phalen Park Amphitheater 

 

Synod Assembly 

 

The 2011 St. Paul Area 

Synod Assembly will be  

held May 20 & 21 at Prince 

of Peace in Burnsville, MN.  

This year’s focus is on be-

coming a multicultural 

church. 
 

Pastor Roger, David Lauver, 

Julie Stevenson and Anita 

Rylander will all be attend-

ing.  
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News Flash: “Love Triumphs Over Death!” 
 

Dateline: Jerusalem, 33A.D. Early reports of appearances of Jesus of Nazareth are rocking both the city 

and the countryside. Several accounts have come in from Jesus’ followers that they have seen him, spoken 

with him, and even dined with him just days after his public crucifixion and private burial. They have no 

idea how this can be as he appears to come and go from their presence quickly. Some of those disciples are 

beginning to recall that he had predicted this would happen. They maintain that, on more than one occa-

sion, he told them that “the Son of Man must suffer many things, be killed, and on the third day, raised to 

new life.” 
 

Meanwhile, back in Saint Paul, Minnesota, we have come through winter’s cold and gloom. Now we join 

in nature’s springtime feast of expanding light, new life, and boundless hope. Nature’s celebration comes 

with the rising sun that moves from south to north across our hemisphere. The soil is warming, the song-

birds are singing, and solar energy is drawing flowering plants from darkness into the marvelous light of 

day. Spring is indeed a time of hope and new life. 
 

Easter brings even greater life and hope. The victory won for all of us who trust in Jesus’ resurrection goes 

far beyond the seasonal joy of earth’s annual cycles. The smell of lilies in the nave and the sound of organ-

accompanied “alleluias” attest to the victory Jesus won for all eternity. For thousands of years humankind 

was in bondage to sin, death and the devil. We could not overcome our selfish desires, and we could not 

meet the law’s demands. We fell from God’s favor over and over again, and the most we could hope for 

was to die peacefully and to sleep with our ancestors. 
 

Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth from the dead! Jesus lived the life for which we 

were created. Easter verifies and affirms our Lord’s victory over sin, death and the devil. Easter vindicates 

Jesus’ life of love, compassion, and acceptance of all people. In short, Easter testifies to Love’s triumph 

over fear and death and invites all of creation into God’s plan to redeem all things in Christ. 
 

I recall seeing two magazine articles on love a few years ago. One article looked at the chemical reaction in 

the brain and compared the patterns of romantic love to those of obsessive-compulsive disorders. (Didn’t 

we always suspect that?!) The other article looked at on-line dating as a tool for assessing the elements of 

human attraction. Neither article considered the kind of love Jesus offers when He follows the way of self-

less giving that leads to the cross and the empty tomb. We find that kind of love in the devotion of the 

church: when the church begins to discern God’s call to live for those beyond its walls. 
 

Join us throughout this Easter season as we delight in the victory our Lord has won. (Pentecost doesn’t be-

gin until June 12th !) We celebrate the resurrection with joyful worship and hopeful mission. Take a 

“Closer Look” at the Payne-Maryland Project and learn how you can be a part of this exciting vision for 

both the church and the neighborhood. As a congregation we are already beginning to discern God’s call to 

live for those beyond our walls. We have several events planned when you can join us to begin thinking 

how we can leave a lasting legacy to the glory of God and to the neighborhood we love. 

Jesus has risen from the grave, and his church will also rise to new life. 

Love continues to triumph over death as the Spirit moves us to love beyond ourselves. 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.      
 

 Pastor Roger  

    

  Pastor Roger’s Column....   
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY UPDATE 

 

 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
April 27, 2011 – Confirmation/Kings Kids resumed 
 
May 11, 2011 – Confirmation/Kings Kids Party –last Wednesday night program before the summer. 
 
August 7 – 12, 2011 – Confirmation Kids to attend Bible Camp at Luther Dell.  Please see Diane 
Allmendinger if interested.  We want anyone who is interested to be able to attend! 
 
Sunday School: 
Please see Mary Cincotta if interested in teaching – we will have a rotating schedule so that you 
would only need to teach one Sunday per month, but we need at least four teachers per month.  
No Sunday School after Mother’s Day until the fall. 
 
Nursery: 
Please see Mary Cincotta if interested in helping out.  If possible, we would like to have a parent 
with their youth to assist in the nursery one Sunday per month – the more we have, the better so 
that we can make a rotating schedule.  Then if no young children/infants are in attendance, you 
could attend the church service that morning.  We just want to have the nursery available for 
those who may need to use it. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mary Cincotta, Chair of CYF 

 

The Cans collected for Mission weighed 14 

pounds and brought in $71.00. 
 

Thank you!  Proceeds go toward Tanzania 

scholarships!   The OCM Committee 

Page 3        Issue 5 

 

WE ARE IN NEED of office 

volunteers for light reception 

duty on Sunday mornings 8:45-

11:00 a.m. during the fall-spring 

months and 9:15-10:30 a.m. dur-

ing the summer months to go on a rotation 

schedule or to fill in when someone is unavail-

able.   
 

If you can help please contact Diane in the 

office and let her know of your willingness.  
 

Thank you! 
 

 

     Congratulations to Zackary 

Kowitz who made his First 

Communion on April 24th and 

to Arianna Hanson, Justin 

Hanson and Sam Reeve who made their First 

Communion on May 1st.  
 

May they grow  in faith, love and joy! 
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THE ST. PAUL SWEDISH 

MALE CHORUS IN CONCERT: 
 

with special Guest Artists: The 

American Swedish Institute Cloud-

berries and Flickorna Fem., Sunday, May 1, 2010 

at 3:00 p.m. at First Lutheran Church, 8th and 

Maria, Streets, St. Paul, MN  55106.  Join us! 

♫♪♫♪♫♪♫♪♫♪♫♪ 
 

AHLC Festival of Music 
 

On Sunday, May 15th at the 
9:30 a.m. worship service, 

special music will be  
presented by our vocal and 

handbell choirs as they  
complete their regular  

season of service. 
 

Thanks to all the musicians 
for their contributions.  Your 
gifts are greatly appreciated! 

 

♫♪♫♪♫♪♫♪♫♪♫♪ 

 

Message from Alley Shoppe:   
 

Thank you, thank you to all for the gener-

ous donations and special collection dona-
tions that were given to Alley Shoppe this 

past year.   
 

The last day we will be accepting dona-

tions will be Saturday, May 7, 2010 and 
we will begin accepting donations on Sep-
tember. 17th.  Our last day for Clients is 

May 24th and we will begin serving clients 
again on September 13th.  Have a great 

summer!   

 

LYRA Returns To AHLC!!! 
 

On Sunday, May 22nd, the 

LYRA ensemble from St. Pe-

tersburg, Russia, will perform 

at our 9:30 a.m. service.   
 

We are excited to have them 

back at AHLC! 
 

If you are interested in pur-

chasing any CD’s, please bring 

cash to pay for them.   

 

PORTRAITS  OF  OUR  PASTORS 
 

Have you seen the portraits of our pastors in the 

hall between the Chapel and the Reception Room?  

Thanks to the  congregational members and the 

Endowment Committee for making this project pos-

sible!  Portraits done by Wally Zarins were re-

framed, and new portraits of Pastors Vern Ander-

son, Bill Eisenmann, and Roger Allmendinger were 

done by local artist, Gary Zahradka. 
 

We will be adding two more.  Pastors Glen Hanggi 

and Richard Lofgren each served our church as as-

sistant pastors for 10 years, longer than any oth-

ers.  They will soon be a part of our display.  If you 

wish to contribute to this additional cost, please 

place your gift in the offering plate or bring it to 

the office. Mark the envelope "Portraits." 
 

Thank you for helping us preserve this part of our 

history! 



 

 

 

 Page  5     Issue  5  
 

Book Nook News  
By Clair Haberman 

The Ragamuffin Gospel 
 

Please read Psalm 51;  Matthew 18: 2 - 4; Mark 8:29;  Luke 14: 7 - 14; and John 8:32. 
 

"We are all ragamuffins" is the theme of the book THE RAGAMUFFIN GOSPEL.  Ragamoffyn, the origi-

nal spelling, was the name of a demon in a poem written in 1393.  Its present meaning is "a dirty, shab-

bily clothed person, usually a child."  The author of THE RAGAMUFFIN GOSPEL quoted these words 

by a person who had just read Luke's Gospel for the first time: "Jesus loved ragamuffins."  Perhaps Luke 

14: 7 - 14 is one of the passages to which that reader was referring. 
 

On page 17 the author suggests that Christians may think of God as a spectator in the bleachers who 

cheers when people arrive for weekly worship services.  As this is written, there is concern about 

whether or not there will be a 2011 - 2012 professional football season.  Which participant's actions 

during a football game is similar to God's actions in the world?  Is God like a spectator, a score keeper, 

a referee, a coach, an owner, a seller of refreshments, a water boy or girl, or a newspaper reporter?  Is 

that question irreverent? 
 

Do we think of children described in Matthew 18: 2 - 4 as being innocent and trusting?  The author's 

description of childhood in the first century AD (pages 53 and 54) is not consistent with that portrayal.  

Adults have memories of sins and embarrassing actions which prevent them from accepting God's for-

giveness.  Children have no pasts that hinder their acceptance of God's grace.  Over and over again in 

this book the author recommends that we forget our past when asking for forgiveness for our sins. 
 

This is a quotation from page 46: "There was a time in my life when I knew nothing of a gracious God 

and His gospel of grace.  Prior to my encounter with Jesus, my personal life was riddled with guilt, 
shame, fear and self-hatred."  Although sin is a serious matter, the author describes (46 through 48) a 

situation in which sin is taken so seriously that the result is (to use the author's word) hilarious.  Con-

tinue reading to learn what changes in the author's understanding and behavior occurred as the result 

of his realization that God is gracious. 
 

John 8: 32 states "You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free." 

Free from what?  Page 147 provides a list that seems to include everything that is important. 
 

If you have time to read only one chapter of this book, “The Scandal of Grace” (pages 212 - 225)

requires less than half an hour and is worth the investment of that much time. 
 

If you have more time, pages 227 through 258 are recommended.  The first of the 19 meditations that 

you'll find there is "The Person of Jesus."  The author challenges the reader to provide his or her an-

swer to the question asked in Mark 8:28.  The 15th meditation is entitled “Freedom from Your Own 

Contempt”.  The reading of Psalm 51 is recommended. 
 

There is much more in this book.  For example, beside being ragamuffins the author states (page 17) 

that we are pelagians.  There is a dictionary on the book cart for your use in finding the meaning of the 

word pelagian so that you can decide if it word describes you. 
 

Thanks for using materials on the book cart and for returning them promptly so that they are available 

to others. 
 

 Clair 
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The Payne-Maryland Corner 

 

The 2050 Church 

 
The Payne-Maryland Partnership has been busy interviewing organizations to provide the social 

services that our church and the community will want to provide from the new project at Payne and 
Maryland Avenues.  Just as we provide services out of our present facility such as Alley Shoppe, Sally’s 
Alley, Adult ESL (through the Minnesota Literacy Council,) partner congregations (House of Praise, Igle-
sia Cristiana Sinai, and the Old Catholics,) Girl Scouts, tax preparation, public polling, and so forth, we 
will also want to provide these, or similar services, out of the new community facility. 

 

We may want to add some services after visiting more fully with the neighborhood and with you, our 
members. You have seen the invitations to attend our “Closer Look” breakfasts, and you will see other 
invitations for other times of the day as well. Please come and share your ideas with us! The vision will 
not be complete without your insights. Soon the architects will be drawing lines to delineate spaces and 
programs in the new center. Soon we will have to identify the original tenants or partners in this pro-
ject. We need your input to this on-going and accelerating process. 
 

 These “Closer Look” events also signify the imminent kick off of our AHLC capital campaign: “Imagine 
the Possibilities.” Yes, the campaign for the new partnership is about to get under way, and your church 
is taking the lead again. We will be structuring a campaign strategy aimed at raising $4 million over the 
next five years from members and friends of Arlington Hills Lutheran Church. (This figure is about what 
it would take for us to “fix up” our existing facilities.) This $4M will be included as a portion of the 
greater campaign to raise about $24M from the private and philanthropic sector. That larger fundrais-
ing project is a primary activity of the Payne-Maryland Partnership, working with MGI Fundraising Con-
sulting. The City of Saint Paul has already dedicated about $14M toward the total project cost of about 
$38M. More precise estimates of the project cost will emerge as program elements are defined and the 
Design Development stage gets under way. 
 

Whatever resulting configuration emerges, I view the entire mix as the church of Jesus Christ with a fa-
cility located at Payne and Maryland. What do I mean? I mean to say that the Body of Christ, the real 
church, will not change in its mission to be a beacon for the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. That will continue 
to be our mission until the Second Coming! However, effective church facilities will look different in the 
year 2050 than they did in the year 1950. While no one can accurately envision all the technological ad-
vances in building design, construction materials, transportation, and communication that will develop 
between now and 2050, we can say that we are not intending to build a facility that would have been 
appropriate in 1950. Our aim is to be a church that is relevant to the present and future community. 
We will try to anticipate the services and programming that will effectively serve and enhance the body, 
mind and spirit of our neighbors for decades to come. 
 

Come, take a “Closer Look,” and help us to “Imagine the Possibilities.” 
 

 Pr. Roger 
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The Ushers will be serving for 
Loaves & Fishes at the Dorothy 

Day Center on May 30th. 
 

The FPA will be serving on 
June 30th. 

 

Volunteers should plan to be at the Dorothy 
Day Center on the serving day  
between 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. 

 

Congratulations Julie Stevenson!   

 

From Mr. Joseph Zelle, IRS: 
 

Each year it is a pleasure to select employees as 

Civil Servant of the Year.  These employees se-

lected for Civil Servant of the Year are individuals 

who, in addition to demonstrating superior per-

formance on the job, have also served the public by 

generously participating in local community pro-

grams and activities. 
 

I am proud to announce the honorees for Civil Ser-

vant of 2011: 
 

Michael A. Gregory, LB&I – St. Paul, Minnesota 

Belva (Julie) Stevenson, W&I – Mpls., Minnesota 
 

Julie will be honored at the Annual Civil Servant 

of the Year luncheon to be held Friday, May 6, 

2011.  Way to go Julie!  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

2011 Monthly budget amount needed = $38,333.33 

 

Month Amount Monthly Monthly Net Year-to-Date 

2011 Received Expenses (Shortage) Net (Shortage) 

 

March $29,228.68 $47,320.10  ($18,091.42) ($28,631.70) 

 

April $27,134.65 $12,040.41   $15,094.24 as of 4/20/2011 

 

Thank you for your continued support to the ministry and mission of Arlington Hills Lutheran Church.  If you are able to give 

a little extra, it will be greatly appreciated.    Thank you. 

 

May you feel truly blessed 

on this special day.   

May you enjoy and feel the 

love of God, family  

and friends.  

ALLEY SHOPPE UPDATE 
Last day for donations:  May 7th 

Last day for distribution:  May 24th 
Re-opens for donations:  September 17th 

Re-opens for distribution:  September 13th 
Thanks to all who helped in any way! 

 

Arlington Hills Lutheran Church To Host 

Health Screenings That Could Save Your Life 
 

Arlington Hills Lutheran Church is pleased to offer 

preventive health screening in collaboration with 

Life Line Screening.  The screenings will be of-

fered on Friday, June 24, 2011 in the fellowship 

hall.   They will test for stroke risk, vascular dis-

ease, and bone density.   
 

Call 1-888-653-6441, or visit 

www.lifelinescreening.com, for more information 

and to pre-register. 

Land of the free, because of the 

brave who have served and are 

serving our country.   
 

This Memorial Day thank a vet-

eran and say a prayer for those in 

active duty for their safe return. 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com
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Book Discussion Group 
 

 THE LATE HOMECOMER, A HMONG 

 FAMILY MEMOIR by Kao Kalia Yang is 

 the selection for the May meeting of 

our book club.  The author was born in Thailand and emigrated 

to St. Paul when she was six years old.  She tells of her family’s 

escape from Laos, life in refugee camps, and their experience 

living in America.  In reading this book, we will learn more about 

what our neighbors here on the East Side have lived through. 
 

Library copies of this book are available in the church office if 

you need one. 
 

The book club meets the third Monday of the month at 10:30 

a.m.  Join us! 

Movies &  

Popcorn Night! 
 

May 1, 8, 15 & 22 

from 6:00-9:00 p.m.  

No admittance after  

6:30 p.m. 

Free entertainment! 

Free Food for all! 

 

 

Newsletter 
Articles 

 
 
 

 

The Lights welcomes news and fea-
tures from readers and staff mem-
bers. All articles are to be print ready.  
It is not up to the staff to write the/
your article.  The editors reserve the 
right to edit material for content and 
length. 
 

All articles sent via e-mail should be 
sent as an attachment; in doing so 
the editors just have to "cut and 
paste" and not retype the article. Arti-
cles submitted on scraps of paper will 
no longer be accepted by the editors. 
 

E-mail  articles to  Kathy Nicolas at    

kathy@ahlc-stp.org or leave it in the 
church office. All articles are due 
the 10th of every month.   
 

All address changes and mailing in-
quiries should be directed to Kathy  
at (651) 771-5501. 

 

Church Council Members & Board Chairs 
 
 

 

 Council President Joy Tkachuck 
 Council Vice-President Gordon Beneke 
 Council Treasurer Jon Helgason 
 Council Secretary Beverly Lamb 
 Council Member Brenda Boogren 
 Council Member Steve Johnson 
 Council Member Roxanne Larsen 
 Council Member David Lauver 
 Council Member Russ Richards 
 Council Member Julie Stevenson 
 Council Member Linda Strohkirch 
 Council Member Mary Ann Wistrom 
 

 CYF Board Chair Mary Cincotta 
 FPA Board Chair Jim Persoon 
 OCM Board Chair Mike Wiehe 
 PCD Board Co-Chairs Ruth Balfanz 
  Russ Richards 
 WMA Board Chair FlorenceRasmussen 

 

FIRST QUARTER 2011  

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
 

They are available for pick-up now in the 

office.  Please stop by and pick-up your statement.   
 

Thank you. 

 

Pastoral Acts  
March 2011 

 

Baptisms 
Alexander W. Olson 

 

Funerals 
Patricia J. Magistad 
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ACOLYTES 
 

May   1 Selena &  
  Sammi Cincotta 
 
May   8 Oprah & Effie Woode 
 
May  15 Amanda Grace &  
  Alexis LeClaire 
 
May  22 Sarah & Ruth McInerney 

 

Greeters 
 

 
May   1 Bev & Bernie Lamb 
 North Door—Virginia Iverson 
 
May   8 Chris Anderson & Lolita  Schaber 
 North Door—Gail Westing 
 
May  15 Carol & Jerry Ekblad 
 North Door—Barb Watters 
 
May  22 LaRaine Butler & Lorraine  Ruedy 
 North Door—Skai Zarins 
 
May  29 TBA 
 North Door—Velta Krause 

 

USHER STAFF 
 

Head Usher:  Clair Haberman 
Asst. Head Usher:  Virginia Iverson 

 
 

May   1  Lead Usher:  Clarence Law 
Frank Van Horn, Tom Brackey, David 
Laver 
 

May   8  Lead Usher:  Fred Bramscher 
Charles Larsen, Florence Rasmusson, 
Dennis Rasmusson 

 

May  15  Lead Usher:  Don Anderson 
Gordon Beneke, Gerald Busse, Wayne 
Blossey 
 

May  22  Lead Usher:  Chuck Rohrbach 
Elaine Rohrbach 
 

May  29  Lead Usher:  Elaine Rohrbach 
Chuck Rohrbach 

Church Council Meetings 
 

Members of Arlington Hills are wel-
come to attend the monthly Council 
meetings.  Meetings are held on the 

3rd Thursday of  
every month at 6:30 p.m.   

 

Copies of Council Meeting minutes  
are available in the office. 

 

Sound Booth 
 

May   1 Mike Brown 
May   8 Myrl Vietor 
May  15 Richard LeClaire 
May  22 David Lauver 

  Thanks to all who so freely give 
of their time and talents.   

Your gifts are appreciated  
and so are you! 

Lay Servant Coordinators 
 

Director, Alley Shoppe Pam Wiehe 
Communion Assistants: Joy Tkachuck 
Greeters: Muriel Arend 
Lectors: Priscilla Reeve 
Sound Booth: Dan Reed 
Transportation Team: Chuck Larsen 

 

SERVANTS IN 
MINISTRY 
 

Communion Assistants  
8:00 a.m. Worship 

 

May   1 Dorothy Peterson 
May   8 Joy Tkachuck 
May  15 Dorothy Peterson 
May  22 TBA 
May  29 TBA 

 
9:30 a.m. Worship 

 

May   1 Carol Hansen, Joy 
 Tkachuck, TBA 
May  15 Joy Takchuck, Chuck & 
 Elaine Rohrbach  

 
Office Workers 

 

May   1 Muriel Arend  
May   8 Jo Ann Metling 
May  15 Priscilla Reeve 
May  22 Linda Frankenberg 
May  29 Sharon Anderson 

 
Transportation Team 

 

May   1 Chuck Larsen 
May   8 Frank Van Horn 
May  15 Ben Meents 
May  22 Larry Reeve 
May  29 Frank Van Horn 

 
Tape Ministry 

 

May   1 Marcella Langton 
May   8 Gordie Beneke 
May  15 Clair Haberman 
May  22 Ed Lee 
May  29 Wally Jergenson 

 
Lectors 

 

May   1 Bev Lamb 
May   8 Gordon Beneke 
May  15 Lolita Schaber 
May  22 Julie Stevenson 
May  29 Diane Allmendinger 

A.H.L.C. Council 

We get mail…. 
 

Dear Arlington Hills Friends: 
 

How deeply we thank you for the 
cards, calls and prayers for Glen 
and me.  I didn’t expect to be re-
covering from heart surgery so 
quickly, but gratefully we can look 
into a new future. 
 

Jan Hanggi 



 

 

 

 
 

Arlington Hills Lutheran Church 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Friday 

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 

Phone:  651-771-5501 
 

Fax:  651-771-2898 

Pastoral Care after hours  

612-408-4946 

Diane’s Cell Phone 612-499-0707 

(Emergency Use Only Please) 

E-Mail: 

www.info@ahlc-stp.org 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.ahlc-stp.org 

Contact us on the Web 

 
                             You can send an email to the people below at the email address listed. 

Pastor Roger Allmendinger  Senior Pastor  roger@ahlc-stp.org 

Open Position Director of Children, Youth and 

Family Ministries. Director of 

Children/Youth Choirs  

info@ahlc-stp.org 

Diane Allmendinger  Administrative Assistant diane@ahlc-stp.org 

Kathy Nicolas  Administrative Assistant kathy@ahlc-stp.org 

Webmaster webmaster@ahlc-stp.org  

General Information  info@ahlc-stp.org  

Arlington Hills Lutheran Church Staff 

Ministers All our Members Ext. # 

Senior Pastor Pastor Roger Allmendinger 17 

Organist/Director of 
Special Music 

Sharon Vicic*  

Chapel Organist, Sanc-
tuary Choir Director    

Barbara Rossow*  

Handbell Director Chuck Linderkamp*  

Director of Children, 
Youth and Family Min-
istries: Director of Chil-
dren/Youth Choirs  

Open Position 22 

Administrative Assis-
tants 

Diane Allmendinger * 
Kathy Nicolas*           

11 

16 

Wedding Coordinator Sharon Hanson*  

Chief Custodian Jim Jaszczak                  23 

Asst. Custodians Dorothy Peterson* 
Jerry Busse* 

 

(*Part-time)   

Alley Shoppe (651)  776-8708  

 (Closed from May 26th to Sep-
tember 15th, 2009) 

 

 

Companion Congre-
gation   

Idegenda, Tanzania, 
Africa 

 

http://www.info@ahlc-stp.org
mailto:roger@ahlc-stp.org
mailto:info@ahlc-stp.org
mailto:diane@ahlc-stp.org
mailto:joanne@ahlc-stp.org
mailto:webmaster@ahlc-stp.org
mailto:info@ahlc-stp.org


 

 

 

 

Imagine the Possibilities -- 

The Campaign for Payne Maryland 

 
The Arlington Hills portion of the campaign for Payne Maryland is officially underway!  A 

Campaign Cabinet has been formed, and we have had several meetings.  The members of 

the Cabinet are Jon Helgason (co-chair), Anita Rylander (co-chair), Jim Persoon, Gordie 

Beneke, Bernie Lamb, Mike Wiehe and Dave O’Connor. 

 

The first step is for all of us to understand what we are trying to do.  To accomplish this, we 

are planning to have several events we are calling, ―Closer Look Breakfasts.‖  A continental 

breakfast will be provided in the Fellowship Hall, and we will explain what we expect this 

project will accomplish.  We will have drawings from the architect, experts familiar with the 

details of the design, and members of the Payne Maryland Partnership (PMP) Board of Direc-

tors present to explain the current status of the project, when we plan to put the first shovel 

into the ground, and when we expect the project to be completed.  John Martin, the person 

hired by the PMP Board of Directors to help with fund raising will also be present to explain 

the current status of the campaign fund raising. 

 

A significant part of the agenda will be reserved to answer your questions about the project 

and the plans to complete it.  The goal of these breakfasts is to have every member of our 

church thoroughly familiar with the plans for completion, the current status of the project 

and the plans for securing the funds needed to open it.  Many people in our church, and 

others, have already devoted many hours to this project over several years.  It is because of 

their tenacity, courage and visionary thinking that we have now reached this stage. 

 

The first of these Closer Look Breakfasts was held on Thursday, March 31st.  The next one 

will be Wednesday, April 27th, and the last one has been moved to Tuesday, May 17th.  Each 

of these breakfasts are held from 7:30 to 9:00 AM.  In order to reach more of our members, 

we have added two more sessions—one on Sunday, May 1st after the 9:30 service, from 

11:00 to 12:30 PM, and one on Wednesday evening, May 18th from 6:30 to 8:00 PM.  Light 

refreshments will be provided at each of these information sessions.  Church members and 

friends are encouraged to attend each of these sessions 

as updated information will be added as it becomes 

available. 
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ALLEY SHOPPE NEWS 
 

"Joy is a sustained sense of well-being and internal peace - 

a connection to what matters."     Oprah 
 

It is hard to believe that it is time for the May newsletter already and time to think about closing up 

Alley Shoppe for the season.  We will be accepting donations until May 7th.  Our last day for this year is 

May 24th.  
 

Many people ask me why we are not open in the summer months.  I do have the answer for that ques-

tion.  When we first started out we were serving school children that didn’t have adequate winter gear.  

Our volunteers were mainly moms home with their kids.  They needed the summer off!  Even as we 

have expanded and serve many more people there are good reasons to stay closed in the summer.  

The Alley Shoppe gets very, very hot and the volunteers would melt and also there are other outlets for 

families in the summer that are not open in the winter.  It also gives us a chance to reinvigorate and 

come back ready to serve joyfully. I am always happy to answer any questions that people have about 

our ministry.  
 

Last month I introduced you to PaDao and Mary, two St. Kate’s students who have been volunteering 

with us.  PaDao has been coming on Tuesdays and is learning all of the volunteer jobs.  She is wonder-

ful with the families.  Mary has been working on quilts with the ESL students.  In May, she will be 

teaching some of the students how to make a simple skirt.  She wanted them to have something they 

could take with them. 
 

We have added two additional students in April, Kristin Allexan and Kirstin Cannon.  They are both in 

the Occupational Therapy program at St. Kate’s and are working with the ESL classes.  They provided 

the following short bio’s for us. 
 

Kristin is a first year occupational therapy student at Saint Catherine University.  She is originally from 

Chicago and moved to Saint Paul this fall to attend graduate school.  She graduated from Bradley Uni-

versity in Peoria, IL in May 2010 with a bachelor’s degree in health science. Previous volunteer experi-

ences before volunteering at the Alley Shoppe include volunteering as a peer mentor for at risk youth 

in the Peoria area and volunteering with the Muscular Dystrophy Association. 
 

Kirstin Cannon is volunteering through St. Catherine University where she is a first year occupational 

therapy graduate student.  Community and occupational justice are the foundations of the course, so 

the Alley Shoppe will be a great place to experience both within the St. Paul community.  Kirstin grew 

up in Burnsville, Minnesota and completed her undergraduate degree at Luther College in Decorah, 

Iowa.  After college Kirstin volunteered with the Lutheran Volunteer Corps or a year in Chicago where 

she worked for WomanCraft, a social enterprise that provides supportive employment to women who 

have experienced homelessness.  Kirstin is excited to continue volunteering with the Alley Shoppe.  
 

I wish for you a sense of JOY as you experience springtime. 
 

Pam Wiehe, Director 
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